Annual Ugley Parish Meeting 
 
Minutes of the Annual Ugley Parish Meeting,
 held on 8 April 2019, in Ugley Village Hall.  

Present:
Cllr. Nick Shutes (Chairman) and Mrs. Louise Johnson (Parish Clerk).


Members of the Public: 8, including 
Cllr. David Cross (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Betty Francis, Cllr. Roger Pryor,
Cllr. Jean Reay, County Cllr. Ray Gooding, District Cllr. Janice Laughlin and Mr. C Powter. 

The meeting opened at 7pm. 

1.         Welcome.

2.         Apologies for Absence None.

3.       	The minutes of the meeting held on 16 April 2018 were confirmed as a true record                 
            and signed by the Chairman.

4.         District Cllr. Janice Loughlin’s report
            The Local Plan
            Much of the past year has been taken up with continuing the work of the Local Plan.
The Government has said that Uttlesford needs to build 14,100 new homes up to the
year 2033. If a Local Plan is not in place the Government would step in
and decide where the homes will be built. Numbers could also rise. A call for sites
throughout the district took place between 1 April and 1 June 2015. Various sites in
StortValley which includes Berden, Farnham, Manuden and Ugley were submitted.
Work was undertaken to assess all potential sites in the district, firstly in 2015 and
again in 2018. For various reasons none of the sites brought forward in Stort Valley
were included in the Local Plan. (The information can be found on the Council’s
website). I, with other Councillors fought to save our green belt and also the
Countryside Protection Zone, which prevents development around the airport. The
Plan went out to public consultation and was submitted to the Secretary of State for
public examination on 18 January 2019, two inspectors have been appointed. The
hearings are expected to take place in July this year. Most of the housing will be in
three new Garden Communities, North Uttlesford (near Great Chesterford), Easton
Park (near Dunmow) and west of Braintree (near Stebbing). Some housing will also
be allocated to the larger towns of Saffron Walden and Dunmow. Some Councillors
are fighting the Local Plan, but I voted in favour as I felt it would protect our small,
beautiful and often unique villages from over development, which I believe could
harm their character forever. Until the Local Plan is adopted, the District may be
subject to speculative applications from developers. The lack of a 5 year land supply
is the reason often given by developers when applications are refused and go to
appeal. Having a Local Plan in place should prevent this. 


Stansted Airport 
As you probably know Manchester Airport Group’s planning application to go to 43
million passengers per annum went before the Planning Committee on 14 November
2018. It was very controversial and feelings ran high, both for and against the
application. Many people attended the meeting and also the public meetings which
were held prior to its determination. MAG’s own calculation states that the present 35
mppa will not be reached until 2023 which differs from the Department for Transport
prediction. Because of this some people felt that the application was premature
although in planning terms this cannot be given as a reason for refusal. I spoke against
and voted against the application as I was very concerned about the noise and also
about the effect the expansion would have on air quality not only by aircrafts but by
the increase in traffic which I do not believe has been properly addressed. Elsenham
Woods is owned by the airport and as such they have a duty of care, but it has been
Damaged beyond repair. The vote was a tie but was approved on the casting vote o
the Chair. The Communities Secretary, James Brokenshire, recently decided not to
intervene in UDC’s decision writing that ‘the application does not involve issues of
more than local importance’ SSE has said they will commence legal proceedings to
challenge his decision. 

Budget
At the February Council meeting, Councillors voted to increase Council tax by 
2.99%. Government funding has been reduced and Council tax is insufficient to pay
for services the Council provides. This leaves the Council with two choices – reduce
services or diversify through investments. It was felt the latter was the best option and
in May 2017 the Council acquired a 50% share in Chesterford Research Park. This
was done by borrowing £37 million. The net contribution to the Council budget is
expected to be around £1.7 million. More investments is likely to follow but concerns
have been raised not only about the amount of money to be invested but should
decisions on investing large amounts of tax payers money be made in house or by
including expert’s investment strategies? This is to be investigated and will be brought
to Full Council. 

Essex Libraries
Essex County Council announced that some libraries throughout the district could
close. This has caused quite a storm. They have been out to consultation and there
have been 20,000 responses. I replied to the consultation and I also wrote as I believe
that libraries still fulfil a public need. Many older people find going to the library is
not only a chance to meet people, reading is often their only respite from boredom or
loneliness. A trip to the libraries may well be combined with a trip to their nearest day
centre or a shopping trip and is a chance to meet up with friends. Mums with young
children find it a welcome break when their children have the opportunity to have a
story read to them in a group of other children. It’s also a place where students can
study and use a computer which they may not have access to at home. Essex County
Council have agreed to enter into a one year agreement with Stansted library and will
pay a one-off sum of £10,000. It is hoped they will honour their previous agreement
and enter into a ten year lease. The rental per annum agreed was £13,000, plus £7,000
towards the cost of maintaining the building. 

This year I have served on the Planning Committee (my 18th year) and as Vice Chair 
for the past two years.

I was Chair of the Community Achievement Panel again this year and was delighted
to see Stort Valley residents get their much deserved awards.

I am a member of the Standards Committee, the Planning Policy Working Group
(Local Plan) and I am a substitute member of the Licensing Committee and have
attended several licensing hearings this year.
This year is an election year and obviously I don’t know what the outcome will be. It
has been a great pleasure and honour to represent Stort Valley for the past 19 years
(and Ugley for the past 4 years), during which time I have made many friends and, as
many of you know, I absolutely love my ‘patch’.
My thanks go to the Parish Councils and to all the many residents who have supported
me throughout my time here. 

5.	Essex County Councillor’s report 
	Highways 
Cllr. Gooding was pleased to report that Dellows Lane in Ugley has now been re-surfaced and the two bollards, on the centre island at the junction of Sworders Auctioneers on the B1383 had been repaired. 

Junction 8 on the M11 is beyond its capacity. For Highways to address this issue it will cause a huge disruption. The first stage has begun with the removal of the Birchanhger roundabout; this is to be replaced by a traffic control junction.

Libraries 
The library consultation has been very problematic. The Stansted Library will however, remain open for a year, when a further review of the library will take place. 

Council Tax
Essex County Council (ECC) has increased  their council tax for 2019/20 by 3.99% which is the maximum that they are allowed, plus 1% extra for social care. The funding from the Government has been reduced by 59 million pounds while next year will see a reduction of 72 million pounds. To make up some of the shortfall ECC will have to decrease or stop some services. 

Education  
Education in the county has been very successful with 96% of schools achieving an ‘outstanding’ or ‘good’ Ofsted report. Eight years ago many of the schools were classed by Ofsted as inadequate, so this is a great achievement. 95% of children got their parents preferred 1st or 2nd choice of schools this year. 
The Government have increased school funding this year, but a high percentage of the budget is allocated to children with special educational needs (SEN). There has been a 22% increase in children being diagnosed with SEN. Next year it is estimated that there will be a shortfall of 15 million pounds for SEN.

ECC are promoting apprenticeships. Apprenticeships are available to anyone over the age of 16 living in England. The National Apprenticeships Service is committed to ensuring that high quality apprenticeships are a prestigious option, accessible to all people from all backgrounds. Employees will be trained in skills which will set them up for the future. 

Active Essex
Essex has received a grant of 10.6 million from Sport England. This will be used to develop new approaches to building healthier, more active communities and to help people move from inactive to active and change their lives for the better. There are high levels of physical inactivity in Essex, particularly in the areas of greatest need and deprivation. Essex County Council aim is that sports and physical activity are accessible to all Essex residents. If people were healthier, it would have an impact on the NHS.

Social Care
There are over 100,000 adults in Essex needing support, ECC budget for 
Adult Social Care is currently 5 million, which is 55% of ECC overall total budget. 
There are over 1000 children in care, which cost ECC £5,000 per week for each child.

ECC came 7th in the most efficient council in England, with Highways coming in the top quarter. 

6.	Ugley Parish Council’s Chairman Nick Shutes report 
Planning and Development
There have been no significant Planning Applications within the Parish in the last year. An application to construct one new dwelling on the site of the Eagle Road cycling clubhouse adjacent to the Chequers was approved and building is now underway.

Building of the new property on land adjacent to Chestnut Cottage in Cambridge Road is now complete.

There have been two applications to build a property on land next to Maughans in Fieldgate Lane. Both have been objected to by the Parish Council. The first was refused by Uttlesford and the second has been called in to the Planning Committee by another District Councillor.
Building of the new Walpole Meadows estate in Stansted is nearing completion.

Highways
Pot holes continue to be a problem throughout the Parish.

The state of Dellows Lane became a serious issue for residents there during the year. The County Council undertook to resurface the road and this has now been completed. Cllr. Loughlin agreed to request that UDC collect the refuse in Dellows Lane with a smaller vehicle once the work had been completed to prevent future damage.

Lorries travelling through Ugley Green continue to be a problem which the Police don’t seem to be interested in.

Expenditure
The only non- routine item of expenditure this year was the re-roofing of the bus shelter near the village hall which was completed in the autumn.

People
We were all saddened by the death of Cllr. Tony Turner in January. Cllr. David Hilton has resigned due to ill health.

[bookmark: _GoBack]My thanks to Louise Johnson for being such an efficient clerk and to Cllr. Janice Loughlin and Cllr. Ray Gooding for keeping us up to date with District and County matters respectively.

.     7.	Finance Report  
            The finance figures for 2018/19 were circulated. 
Precept £6,000.

Starting Balance 1 April 2018 	£7,252.00
Receipts +				£6,635.30 
Payment -				£6,691.33
Balance at 31 March 2019		£7,195.97

We received £500 from the Home Bonus; this was used to carry out maintance on the bus shelter by the Village Hall. We also spent £600 on the oak tree that stands on the triangle piece of grass by Ugley Green, the crown was raised, thinned and re-shaped. 

The meeting finished at 7.45pm. 








