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Minutes of the Annual Ugley Parish Meeting held on 10 April 2017

Present:
Cllr. Nick Shutes (Chairman) and Mrs. Louise Johnson (Parish Clerk).


Members of the Public:
Cllr. David Cross (Vice-Chairman), Cllr. Betty Francis, Cllr. David Hilton, 
Cllr. Roger Prior, Cllr. Tony Turner, Cllr. Jean Reay Cllr. Ray Gooding 
and Cllr. Janice Laughlin.

The meeting opened at 7pm. 

1.         Welcome.

2.         Apologies for Absence: None.

3.       	The minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2016 were confirmed as a true record                 
            and signed by the Chairman.

4.         District Cllr. Janice Loughlin’s report:

Budget 
The District Council’s budget proposals were approved by Full Council on February
23rd 2017. 
Key budget items include; 
Funding for 2 Police Community Officers for the district, plus funding to support a
recruitment drive for more special constables.
An extensive programme of improvements on sheltered accommodation schemes.
Disabled facilities grants.
Additional funds for street services, ground maintenance and litter picking.
Support for the roll out of superfast broadband.
Investment for improvements at Saffron Walden Museum.
Continued commitments to the voluntary sector including grants made available in the
Community Projects Grants scheme every year for the next 5 years.  

Council Tax 
Council tax has been increased by 2%. This means that band D properties will 
have an increase of £2.80 per year. Uttlesford remains the lowest cost district in 
Essex.

The Corporate Plan
This is prepared alongside the budget and was also approved by Full Council on 23rd
February. The 4 priorities are; 
To promote thriving, safe and healthy communities.
To protect and enhance the heritage and character of our district.
It also seeks to support sustainable business growth and maintain a financially sound 
and effective Council.

Community Project Grant
This fund is open to community and voluntary organisations in Uttlesford. 
It is open to applications for grants from a minimum of £100 up to a maximum of
£3,500. Grants awards can be made to properly-constituted voluntary organisations 
such as village hall committees, community shops, town and Parish Councils
community associations, play and recreation clubs and groups.  
Some examples are;
Children’s play areas, including equipment and safety surfacing.
Development of land for recreational purposes including environmental
improvements. 
Car parks and access roads to car parks directly associated with a community use
building.
Eligible projects must be completed after 1 April 2017 and before 20th March 2018. If
an application is for more than £1,000 the amount raised by the applicant must 
represent at least 50% of the total cost. For projects less than £999 the applicant must
have raised 25%. Sports and Cultural groups are not eligible. The closing date for
applications are midday 15 June 2017. 

The Local Plan
The Council must produce a local plan. We will be asked to decide where 
development will take place in Uttlesford. We have no choice as this is what Central 
Government demands.
The last local plan was found unsound by the Planning Inspectorate who said the plan 
was not evidence led. It was perceived to be political so it is vital that this time we get 
it right. If we don’t the Government could step in, which would give us little or no
control over where the development will take place. 
A document called the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) helps the 
Council work out how many houses are needed and what type. It suggests that 
Uttlesford needs to provide 14,100 houses up to the year 2033. This equates to 641 
per year.
The emerging plan is assessed throughout its journey to decision by Officers, the 
Planning Policy Working Group, the Planning Inspectorate and a QC experienced in 
Local plans. It is due to go out to consultation in July this year. Ultimately, the 
decision will be made by Full Council. 
At a meeting of Full Council in July 2016 Councillors approved a hybrid distribution 
Strategy to identify additional new homes in a settlement or settlements and the main 
towns and villages. More evidence on whether this is achievable will be collected 
before any decision on a precise number is included as part of the local plan. 
The Council will be working with key stakeholders such as the NHS, education and
Highways to ensure that vital facilities such as schools, GP surgeries, roads and
public transport links are in place to support existing residents as well as new
communities. 
The Council is working with other local authorities as part of the required ‘Duty to
Cooperate’ to ensure that cross-boundary issues are dealt with and to ensure that 
growth across all authorities can be delivered effectively with any necessary 
infrastructure improvements. The plan was paused last year in order for Council 
Officers to gather more evidence to give to Councillors so that when the final decision 
is made it will be very firmly evidence led. 
The Local Plan is the biggest and most difficult decision that Councillors will have to 
make. We are very aware that it is bound to affect many peoples’ lives and where they 
live, but it’s a decision we cannot avoid. Nobody want’s the Government to take 
control of development in our lovely district. The Government has set a national 
housing target and we are a very small cog in a very large wheel. We have no choice.
We HAVE to provide a Local Plan.
Officers and members of the Planning Policy Working Group are working hard, 
putting in countless hours reading hundreds of pages of documents, attending
meetings and workshops in order to provide the best solution for Uttlesford. PPWG
members cannot make decisions but they can make recommendations. As I said
before, the ultimate decision will be made by Full Council. 
It must be stressed that no decisions have yet been made on where any large
development will take place. 
At the time of this report there are no plans to build in Stort Valley as part of the local 
Plan.
This does not apply to normal planning applications.
 
This year I have served on the Planning Committee, The Planning Policy Working 
Group (the Local Plan), the Housing Board, the Standards Committee, and I chaired 
the Community Achievement Award Committee.

5.         Essex County Councillor’s Ray Gooding report.

            Cllr. Gooding reported that he had attended 332 Parish Council meetings in the last
four years. Most of the questions asked at these meeting were regarding Highways or
development; but they were important for gaining insight in to the local areas. 

Schools in Essex
Cllr. Gooding is the Cabinet member for Education and Lifelong Learning. 
Essex County Council  (ECC) are raising the standards in schools, in Uttlesford
100% of secondary schools are now ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’, with 91.6%  reaching
 this standard across Essex. 
Over the next 10 years the Authority or Free School providers will need to facilitate
the infrastructure that will see 15,267 additional primary pupil places added. For
secondary schools the number of places that will need to be created to meet forecasts
is 13,620. In Uttlesford 1,250 new primary places and 150 secondary places need to
be found. Not all schools in the area are full; Forest Hall School still has some
capacity, this school should be level with all the other schools in the area within 2
years. 
ECC budget for schools this year is £315 million with £85 million of that budget
going to schools for special educational needs. The ratio of funds is not in proportion
to the number of children, but that is due to it costing far more to build and equip a
school for special needs. Extra funds may be available from the New Home Bonus,
Section 106 agreements and Community Infrastructure Levey.
 
ECC have kept open all their libraries in Essex. 

ECC are promoting ‘Sports developing healthy lifestyle.’ One of the 
organisations is ‘Active Essex’ which is a publicly funded organisation, hosted 
by Essex County Council, whose aim is to make sport and physical activity accessible
to all Essex residents. They provide up-to-date information on sports, activities,
events and programmes available in and around the county; they run training courses
for those who are looking for a more structured involvement in sport and physical
activity, for example as a coach or referee, and fund clubs, community sport initiatives
and individuals through small grants.

The current percentage of young people in Essex who are not in education, employment or training ( NEET), stands at 4.4%. Essex County Council are committed to ensure relevant opportunities are available for all young people aged 16 – 19 years old, with the main aim being to encourage and help these young people into education, employment including volunteering and training. 

Social Care 
The total spend on social care for Essex is £600 million of which £480 million is spent on adults and £120 million on children. 
Safeguarding children and young people means protecting them from abuse and neglect, creating a safe environment and providing the right support as early as possible.
Social care is available to support some people who have learning disabilities, physical or sensory impairment or who have particular mental health difficulties.
Social care for adults includes health problems, staying safe from domestic abuse and crime, your legal rights and the financial help you may be entitled to. ECC give support and equipment to help people remain living in their homes.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Community matters

2016 was the first year in a long time that Ugley did not hold a Summer Fete. Whilst many people from the village and beyond used to enjoy this annual event most would not have realised just how much effort was required by a very small team of organisers to make it all happen. All those efforts were then at the mercy of the weather on the big day.

The Village Hall committee organised a successful and well supported quiz night in May.

Carol singing on the village green on Christmas Eve was again well attended with proceeds from the collection being donated to Essex Air Ambulance.

Planning and Development

There have been no Planning Applications of significant note in the Parish during the past twelve months. As usual there have been a number of applications for minor additions and modifications to properties in the Parish, most of which the Parish Council had no objections to.

We were very pleased to hear last autumn that the Planning Inspector had refused the Fairfield Partnership’s appeal to build 800 homes between Henham and Elsenham. Whilst this was very welcome news, it cannot be assumed that this will be an end to applications for development in this area and the land may still be included as a development site in the new Local Plan.

Uttlesford District Council is continuing its work on the new Local Plan but it remains unclear which areas in the District will be identified for housing development and whilst the process is supposed to be clear and transparent this does not always appear to be the case.

Two applications during the year to develop a permanent Travellers’ caravan site on land off North Hall Road were both refused by Uttlesford District Council.

Highways

Essex County Council Highways Department continue to log reports on matters that require their attention but rarely act on them. The system in the past when an Engineer would meet annually with a member of the Parish Council so that outstanding issues could be highlighted worked much better.
	
The northern end of North Hall Road remains in very poor condition as is the section under the railway bridge. Repairs carried out in Snakes Lane during the year were welcome, though.

The issue of lorries travelling through Ugley Green continues to be a problem with many using the route as a shortcut to construction sites in Elsenham.

Stort Valley Ward

The Parish forming part of the Stort Valley Ward is generally working satisfactorily. However I think we all miss the updates we used to receive on Stansted matters from Stansted North Councillors when the Parish was in that ward.  Because of its size, the services it provides, proximity and the transport links passing through it, issues in Stansted remain very relevant to Ugley Parishioners.

Expenditure

There have been no major items of expenditure over the year and the Council’s finances remain in good shape. We have agreed to provide financial assistance to the editorial team of St. Peter’s magazine in the future, should this be required to ensure the continued publication of the magazine.

Thank You’s

I would like to thank Ray Gooding and Janice Loughlin for keeping us informed about County and District matters and generally making such useful contributions to discussions at our meetings.

I would also like to thank Louise Johnson for the efficient and knowledgeable way she carries out her duties as our Parish Clerk.

7.         Finance Report 
            The finance figures for 2016/17 were circulated. 
This year our precept from UDC was £5,000, we had receipts of £901.58 which composed of £750 New Home Bonus, £1.92 interest and £149.66 VAT return.  The payments totalled £5,394.06, which was only £20.99 extra than the year before, 2015/16.  We therefore had a surplus figure of £507.52, adding this to the opening balance of £6156.00 we had a final end of year balance of £6,663.52.

            
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 7.55pm. 




Signed 




Chairman
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